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earth. His infinite excellence and His propitiatory
sacrifice assure us that this ladder is so strong that it can
bear the weight of the whole of the human family in their
ascent to God.
Few things have been a greater stumbling-block to the
Hindus than the crucifixion of Christ, and we have to
dwell continually on the fact that it was not by the failure
of His power, but by the ardour of Hi? love. He endured
this death. Some of the gods, Shiva and Kalee in par-
ticular, are propitiated by animal sacrifices, as blood is-
specially pleasing to them. The need of sacrifice to
deliver from the consequences of sin is dimly discerned
by the people, but they have such distorted views on the
subject that it is difficult to convey to them the Christian
idea of propitiation.
The learned men of India have been singularly wanting
in what may be called the historic instinct, and we need
not wonder at finding the people generally destitute of it,
The evidence for Christianity drawn from its history
makes no impression on them. Historical facts and the
wildest legends are received by them with equal readiness.
When speaking of the miracles of our Lord, and enlarging
on their peculiar features of power and goodness, I have
been pleased to witness an attention which- led me to
hope that a favourable impression was being made; but
more than once my hope has been dashed to the ground
by one of my most attentive hearers saying, " You have
been telling us of your God. He did excellent things,
and you do well to worship Him; but listen to me, and I
will tell you what my gods have done." And then my
hearer has become the speaker, and has dilated on the
wonderful feats of his gods, such as Krishna lifting up a
mountain and holding it on his hand above his worship-